NYC Local Jam

Second Meeting at ICTE

April, 13th, 2005 5:30-8:30pm

Dear Friends,

This document reports on the second meeting of the NYC Local Jam process. Thirty young activists and allies gathered to learn about each others organizations, network, and talk about the purpose and structure of the monthly local Jam meetings. 

The meeting was facilitated by Benjamin Quinto, Executive Director of GYAN and by Tiffany Tucker, Founder and Director of REDEMPTION, and Local JAM Organizer.  

Introductions

Benjamin set the stage by thanking everyone for coming, briefly talking about the last meeting (see notes at projects.takingitglobal.org/nyclocaljam) and letting everyone know the loose schedule for the meeting. Everyone introduced them selves and what group they were with. Seventeen groups were represented!

      Department of Youth and Community Development (DYCD), Project Reach, Youth Activists Youth Allies Network (Ya-Ya), NetAid, FYI, City at Peace, bolt.com, Expressions, Global Youth Connect, City Year New York, Children’s Rights Summer Institute, Young Eclectic Liberation Leaders, (YELL!), Youth Venture, Global Kids, Miracle Corners of the World,  UNFPA, Redemption and the poet/educator/activist John Fuentes.

Showcases

Five groups gave 5-8min presentations on the work they do with NYC youth. 

1.Department of Youth and Community Development (DYCD) is an agency that works directly under the NYC Mayoral Office. It is primarily a funding agency for youth community involvement, summer youth employment, and youth service organizations in New York City. Youth Line is part of DYCD and it is a referral service that youths and parents can call for anything ranging from information about employment to crisis situations, the youth operators at Youth Line are equipped to refer you to the appropriate youth service agency in the city. As part of their work Youth Line maps programs that work with youth in all five NYC boroughs. They also have an exchange program with youth from other countries (South Africa, Germany) to teach these youth how to start a Youth Line in their own communities. 

2.Project Reach is a multi-gender, multi-racial, diverse community organization that promotes awareness, equality, and social justice among NYC youth. One of their projects is the Social Justice Boot Camp, which trains 15 youth activist for several weeks during the summer. 

3. Children’s Rights Summer Institute is a leadership development program for high school students interested in Children’s Rights. This summer it will bring together 30 high school students from all over New York City to learn about the field of children’s rights, talk to activists in the field, and finally create their own project around these issues. To apply or for more information e-mail Katerina Seligmann at kseligmann@tmf-tolerance.org
4. Youth Activists Youth Allies (Ya-Ya) is an organization that does counter military recruitment among high school students. The are currently working on a website called Compass for Change (.net) which is a listing of NYC youth organizations and other activist organizations in the city, the website is meant to provide information about organizations and create a space for an on-line network that mirrors the actual network of NYC. They ask that you please sign-up your own organization at compassforchange.net.

They also announced their recent successful lawsuit against NYPD (Ya-Ya vs. NYPD) with ACLU to fight for the right to organize at and around high schools. 

5. Redemption is an organization that does in-school presentations to youth about continuing education. They promote self-love and self-determination.

Announcements!

1. Young Eclectic Liberation Leaders (YELL!) announced their up-coming youth activism conference on Friday, May 20th, 4pm-8:30pm at the Renaissance Charter School rm. 310. Renaissance Charter School is located at 35-59 81st Street, Jackson Heights you can take the 7 Train to 82nd street.  Please e-mail youthnyc@yahoo.com for more information.
2. Global Youth Connect is an organization that does service-based trips abroad for young people for more information go to www.globalyouthconnect.org 

3. FYI-City at Peace is creating change through creative arts and they are currently working on a Youth ‘zine’ in collaboration with Women’s Press Inc. 

Venues

Various people had ideas for venues for the weeklong local JAM, Amy form Ya-Ya suggested Don’s space (from Project Reach) it is a very beautiful property, but also very bare boned, no bedding or food accommodation, etc. John Fuentes suggested the Darrow School in New Lebanon, NY, Jennifer Klose said that there were a ton of places up-state that we could look into. 

Next Meeting

Brandon from Expressions offered two of his spaces in Sunset Park, Brooklyn, not only for the next meeting, but also for any organizations that were interested in these spaces for a meeting or an event. Amy suggested Don’s space in Chinatown. 

Jennifer Klose suggested that for the next meeting the presentations be shorter and perhaps in groups and that there be more time for networking. Amy suggested perhaps a break in between presentations, and more of a potluck style get together. 

The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, May 11th, 5:30-8:30 pm. Location TBA 

Networking

Ya-Ya generously brought yummy Indian food so people mingled and networked while eating or snacking. One of the highlights was that before she left Charmaigne from Youth Line, DYCD offered to give their EXCEL database of all the NYC organizations that work with youth to Ya-Ya’s Compass for Change Website project! There were also other connections made between groups the result of which we happily anticipate!

